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Significance and Problems in Grass-roots-type Activities

on Regional Informatics --Rebirth of Regional Economy with

Building of CAN with an Example of KANSAIQCAN--

Shintaro NAKAHARA (Mitsubishi Electric), Kiyoshi NAKANO (Osaka City University),
Susumu MISAGO (Kansai@CAN Forum), Hiroyuki SAKURAI (City Wave Osaka)

Today, in Japan, traditional types of economies in most regions have fallen into recession.
Because of this recession, whole regional societies have lost their vitalities. However, we can
find many business needs & seeds in these regional communities. We can list examples of
them in the following industry fields: medical care, ecology, housing, tourism and leisure, etc.
Building of CAN (Community Area Network) is efficient to activate the needs & seeds and
initiate a rebirth of regional economies. We can find successful examples in the so called
"peripheral districts” of Japan. KANSAI@CAN Forum is an organization, which promotes
construction of CAN in the Kansai Region.
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